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gives three groups of promises : (a) relief from the enemy and the crop-failure 
(2:io.b-27) ; (b) outpouring of Spirit (3:1-4); (c) judgment of hostile nations, and 
triumph of Zion (3:5-4:21). (4) Obadiah treats also of "the day of Jehovah," deal- 
ing especially with Edom's relations to that day. (5) In reference to the presence 
of invaders (the point of most importance), ten specifications are given which imply 
this fact, e. g., (a) Joel 4:17, Ob. 11, strangers passing through Jerusalem ; (b) Joel 
3:5, Ob. 14,17, those who call on Jehovah shall escape, for there shall be those 
who escape in Jerusalem ; (c) Joel 4:1,2,3,6, Ob. n, a captivity which must be 
restored, Israel scattered among the nations, boys and girls sold into slavery ; (d) 
Joel 4:6,7, captives sold to the Greeks ; Obadiah, captives in Sepharad (= Sardis(?)). 
(e) Joel 4:3, Ob. n,i6, gambling and drinking, casting of lots, etc.; (f) Joel 2:20> 
these invaders to be driven out, so in Obadiah, Jacob's day of calamity a thing of 
the past; (g) Joel 4:2,11,12, etc., the Northerner, also Phoenicians, Philistines, 
Edomites ; Obadiah, the same ; etc. (6) Amos (4:6-11 and chaps. 1,2) refers to this 
same time of locusts, drouth and invasion, and in his list of nations who are to be 
punished begins with Syria-Damascus and the kings Hazael and Ben-hadad. (7) 
This nation is the Northerner, not Babylon ; the account of the invasion is given 
in 2 Kgs. 12:18,19 ; 2 Chron. 24:23,24 ; add to these texts 2 Kgs. 13:22, also 4,5,7,25 
and the necessary facts, though briefly stated, are found to exist. (8) " Joel's his- 
torical situation is that of the invasion of Hazael, seen from a strictly contemporary 
point of view ; Obadiah's, the same, from the point of view of a time a few years 
later, just after Amaziah's victory over Edom, and before the break with Israel 
which almost immediately followed that victory." 

A keen, incisive, comprehensive, and, indeed, model historical study. Prophecy, presented in 
this form and from this point of view, is most fascinating. The view stands or falls with the 
author's interpretation of two or three texts, notably 2:17,19. 



Legends concerning the Youth of Moses.*— Of all subjects which Jewish 
legend treat, the hero Moses is the principal one, the opportunity for invention 
being especially good. The orthodox Jews glorified Moses as their God-given 
" chief, law-giver and prophet from his earliest youth, while the Hellenistic Jews 
laid greatest stress on his Egyptian education, culture and political influence at 
court." (1) Ex. 1:6, the duration of the stay in Egypt (430 years) is reduced to 210 
to 215 years ; (2) Ex. 1:7, the Rabbins thought it necessary to detail the manner of 
the increase and asserted the birth of two, four, six, twelve and even of seventy 
children at a time ; (3) Ex. 1:8, a new king because of (a) a new dynasty, (b) his 
new laws; some thought him an Amalekite; according to others his name was 
Valid and his wife was a niece of Amram. (4) Ex. 1:9, according to some the 
king acted by the advice of Balaam, Job, and Jethro. (5) In reference to the order 
to destroy the children, it is said (Vita Mosis) that the mothers left their little 
children lying in the fields, and God sent angels to wash the children and to put 
two stones near them out of which flowed milk and honey. At the same time hair 
grew upon the children to protect the whole body, and God ordered the earth to 
swallow them and to keep them up to the time of their puberty, then she gave 
them back again. Each went home, an event which occasioned the custom of the 
Tabernacle." Other passages also are treated with a view to showing how the 
Scripture statement when meagre was enlarged and developed. 

Such presentations serve an important end, viz., to show how infinitely absurd and worthless is 
everything outside of the Bible which undertakes to enlarge or improve that which the Bible itself 
furnishes. 

* By Dr. A. Wiedemann, in Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Archaeology, Vol. XI, Part 2, 
PP- 44-54- 



